[Cochlear implant in the aged patient].
Despite the fact that elderly people live frequently alone and frequently have difficulties of vision, is it reasonable to refuse to supply a patient with a cochlear implant only because he is too old? We compare the results of 87 post-lingually implantees as a function of age, less than 60 years (young) and 60 years or more (old). We assessed the implant efficacy using the Protocole Francophone d'Evaluation (PFE), appreciated the speech-therapist's opinion and the patient's satisfaction, and counted the number of hours per day the implant was used (H/D). The PFE score was significantly higher in young than old. However the speech-therapist's opinion and the patient's satisfaction as well as H/D did not differ significantly in the 2 series. Elderly people are supplied with a great benefit from cochlear implants. Therefore age is not a contraindication for implantation.